LSA Pieces of lowa’s Past

LEGISLATIVE This Week:
e e Historical Transactions of the lowa Executive Council

Serving the Iowa Legislature .
April 18, 2018

Pieces of lowa’s Past, published by the lowa State Capitol Tour Guides weekly during the Legislative

Session, features historical facts about lowa, the Capitol, and the early workings of state government.

All italicized text/block quotes in this document are taken directly from historical publications with the
actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained.

Currently, the Executive Council is made up of
the Governor, Treasurer, Auditor, Secretary of
State, and Secretary of Agriculture.

In the early days of Iowa’s state government,
the Executive Council did not include the
Secretary of Agriculture. For many decades
after the Capitol was completed in 1886, the
Executive Council oversaw the contracted
maintenance of the Capitol. These concise
records, the “Transactions of the Executive
Council,” or the “Contracts Approved by the

Governor Leslie Shaw . R .
One of the participating officials  EX€cutive Council,” explain the contracted work

in the 1899 Executive Council that was done to the property owned by the
state. The Executive Council records are in the state archives, but
summaries of these records are found in most volumes of the Iowa Official
Register.

This article examines a few of the projects, contracts, and decisions made by
the Executive Council concerning the Capitol and other state properties from
1899 to 1910.

Transactions of the Executive Council

TRANSACTIONS OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL.

FOR THE YEAR 1899.
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CAPITOL REPAIRS AUTHORIZED.

March 4th, on application of judges of supreme court, council
authorized better facilities in their apartments in the state house,

as follows:
(1} Book shelving for consultation room.
(2) Better system of plumbing for lavatory.
(3) Placing of bath tub for use of judges.

August 26th elevators ordered put in good repairsoas to make

abgolutely safe.
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Shelving in the Supreme Court Consultation Room
in the Iowa State Capitol
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TRANSACTIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
FOR THE YEAR 1900.

June 27th, contract for constructing ladies’ toilet room in base-
ment of Capitol, was awarded to Des Moines Plumbing company at
23.00. . . !

TRANSACTIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL.

D —

FOE THE YEAR 1801,
January 30, The purchase of a bed-lounge for treasury night watch was author-
ized.

Febroary 23, custodian aothorized to fit vp shop rooms for engineer and car-
.penter in power housge, and remove sald shops from the capltol,

Apeil 18, contract for shelving io southeast room of State Library awarded io
L. Harhach at $118, 00,

June 28, dairy department test room was ordered removed from basement of
state house to third story of power honse.

Navember 29, eaptract {or decoration of capito! harber shop awarded to T. I
Stoner at $150.00,

Treasurer’s Office in the Iowa State Capitol
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TRANSACTIONS
OF THE
Executive CounciL

FOR THE YEAR 1902,
COMPILED BY

A. H. DAVISON, Secretary of Execulive Council

Governor Albert Cummins

December § Counell approved the generat plan presented by Capitol com-
misalon for storage bullding,

The storage building along Grand Avenue, directly north of the Capitol
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TRANSACTIONS
OF THE

Executive CounciL

FOR THE YEAR 1903,

COMPILED BY

A, H. DAVISON, Secretary of Executive Couneil

,Hmrl.-mh-lr 7. Counsll mede redssignmoent of Capliol roomsa as follows,
towit. To Adjutant General, roomes Nos @ 10 apd 1! in basement; to Cas-
todian, room 18, fiest Hoor; to Hortleoltoral Boeloty, room 19, first floor; to
Treasurer of Binte, room No, 20; to Exeontive Council, room 17 and adjacent
room, fArat fcor, and room 18, lasément, for supply department ; to Becretary
of Atats, room No. 3, in basement; to Library Commisslon, rooms 24 and 05, in

basement, and that east part of basement room No. 12 he pssigoed for harber
shop.

Ground Floor
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TRANSACTIONS

OF THE

Executive CounciL

FOR THE YEAR 1904

COMPILED BY

A. H DAVISON, Secretary of Execulive Council

January 5 Fire damage in House Chamber, on January 4, was investi-
gated aud plana for restoration consldared,

March 50. The Custodian was authorized to enelose two rooms io the west
wing of the basaement to be nsed as loe room and for FJanitors' room.

April 8. Preparation for shipment of portraits of the several Governors
of [owa, General Dodge, Benators Allison and Harlan and Carator Aldrich to
8t. Louis, for exhibition at the World'a Fair, waa ordered.

May I,  “'State Squar:’ was offered to the East Des Moines school board
for $8,500, tender of §8,100 for property on May Oth having been declined.

May 28. “"Itate Square’’ was sold to Bust Des Moines achool board for

$8, 500, and (rovernor Cammins requested to execute conveyance as required by
law.

CONTRACTS8 AWARDED IN 1904

May 28. To Wellshach Street Lighting Co , for lighting Capitel Grounds,
at 522, 00 per year per light, gas furnished by contracting company,
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This map is from circa 1875

Capitol Square

State Square

Governor’s Square

TRANSACTIONS OF THE EXEOUTIVE COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR
1908,

Compiled by A. H. Davison, Becretary,

February 14.~—Custodian was authorized to put in storage filve hundred
tons of lump coal, as protection In case of strike by miners
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'Aun:t 3.— Contract for da;cnratln:' the rooms of the Kallread Commisalon,
private office of the Clerk of the Bupreme Court and officea of the Attorney-
General was awarded to T. I. Btoner for the sum of §3.600.00.

Why Don't You Come to
STONER'S

For Your Decorating?

of the Middle West

It doesn't nost any more and
usually less, to employ the services
of a house that has earned a repu-
tation for superior work in all
branches of Interior Decorating,
Wood Finishing, Painting and
Frescoing

Never before in our 24 years'

) experience have we shown so large
i and carefully chosen stock of wall
- coverimgs. The cream of the out-
' put of the art centers of the world
4 is here assembled and Des Moines
and lowa residents are now able to
secure decorations not excelled in
Chicago or any other American eity
Our salesman are experienced
in the art of combining colors and
designs and suiting them to the particular require-
ments of your home and furnishings, Weare pre-
ared to interpret your own ideas and will cheer-
ully eo-operate with you in providing original
and up-to-date effects that are satisfactory,

Wood Finishing Frescoing Free Hand Decorating
Free Hand Sketches Submitted When Desired
WANTED—First Class Paper Hangers and Painters, none other need apply.

T. . STONER

810 Walnut Street

August 27.—Long distance telephone granted to the Adjutant-General's de-
partment.

September la—EauEtlrr of the Executlve Councll was authorized to ask
for bids for purchase of thirty-nine acrés of land In the east part of tha Falr

Grounds,
September 28— Contract for reflnishing woodwork in the rooms of the

Clerk of the Bupreme Court, Rallroad Commigsioners and Attorney-Gensaral
awarded to T, 1. Stoner at §426.26.
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Oectober 27.—New contract with lowa Telephone Company was exacuted
for Ipstruments in the followlng ofMces: Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tlon, Governor, Btate Treasury, Hecretary of State, Rallway Commilssloners,
Mine Inspectors, Auditor of Btate, State Board of Control, State Board of
Henlth, Adjutant-General, Biate Land Ofice, Custodian, Secretary of E=xeécu-
tive Counell, Clerk of the Bupreme Court, Attorney-General, Geoclogical Sur-
vey, Historical Bullding, Agricultural Department, and for extenslons for the
offices of the Governor, Attorney-General, Executive Councll, Custodian, Rall-
way Commlissioners, Board of Control, Auditor of State, Secretary of State, and
Treasurer of State at §2.00 per month for telephones and seventy-five cents
per month for axtenalons: contract to cover all future additlons.

REFORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
FOR THE CALENDAR YEARS 1007 AND 1908

June 16,1907—Contract awarded to Joe Kirscher & Company for granite
steps at east entrance to the capltol at $6.6456. Contract awarded
for granite curbing and approach to the historical bullding to the Georgla
Rough and Cut Stone Company at $273297. Contract awarded to the Des
Molnes Cabinet Company for wood finish In historical bullding at $778. Con-
tract awarded to T. [, Stoner for painting and decorating In Historical bulld-

Ine. at $1.263.

September 16, 1307—Governor Cummins reported that Miss Nellle V, Walker
accepted the Council's proposition to enter into contract upon competitive basis
to design figure for statute of the late Senator Harlan, she te receive 500, and
if successful In competition, $4,000 for completion of sald statute and placing
tha same In the Hall of Fame at Washington, D. €. Custodlan T. B. McCurdy
filed report of ¢cust aof constiuction of new aidewalk, etc., about capitol sguare and
upon grounds, showing total expenditure of $3,166.04, of which $2,706.04 was
on account of sldewalks, indicatlng a saving to the state of approximately

Twelva Tiypdred Dollars under the lowest and best bld obtalned,

Left: Statue of Senator James Harlan

Nellie V. Walker
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September I8, 1907-—Custodian MeCurdy was directed to get estimates of
cost of removing the glass floor under the dome, first story of the Capitol
Bullding, and placing a suitable rail about the opening and to call upon State
Architect H. I, Licbbe for hils opinion in writing as to whether the rmu'vul

vuf nln lloor would in any way weakon the bullding.
November 1§, 1207—Contract awarded to the Flower City Ornamental Iron

Works for constructlon of stalrway between the first floor and basement In
the east wing of the Capitol building, at §1,000.00.

Iron stairway on the ground floor of the Iowa State Capitol

TRANSACTIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

CONDENSED REPORT BY THE SECRETARY FOR THE CALENDAR YEARS
1509 AND 15140.

Governor Warren Garst
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April 15, 1%90%—Adjutant General Logan presented to the councll abstracts
of title and warranty deed conveying 7335 acres of land to be used for camp
purposes of the Iowa Natlonal Guard, which purchase was approved by the
executlve ecouncil and voucheér authorized in the amount of 39,812.60 in pay-
ment therefor.

Secretary of the council was directed to prepare proposals for the necessary
supplies, paper, atc., for the several state departments for the énsuing biennlal
period, preparatory to making contracts,

Juna 29 1909-

Contract was awarded Charlea Weitz S8ons of Dea Moines, Iown, for the
orection of an additlon to the paper storage bullding at $Z,649.00.

Oectober 9§, 1909 Contract was executed with the Flour Clty Ommamental

Iron Works of Minneapolis, Minnesota, for the metal work in fAnilshing tha
rotunda of the Historieal Building, In the amount of $5,450.00

Rotunda in the Historical Building, now
the Ola Babcock Miller Building
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- Custpdian Boutln was instrucied to deliver to the Archives Depariment the
reporda of the Capitol Commission (or Llﬂ."iﬂlﬂtﬂ.tll}ﬂ and a.rmngament In the

Archives Department.

Below and on the
next page: This list of
Executive Council
responsibilities is
from the 1909-1910
Iowa Official Register.

Governor Beryl Carroll

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL.
drember'y Comipensation, FSi0 per anmun.

BERYL B CUhRBOLL. . o o ovocosiws 666 656 665 F 6 G5 F RS0 EE 80 EEE S a0 Governor
WILIAM C. HATWARD. . . voverrrnrrnrntsrnnrmtrtbrbtammns bmen Secretary of State
JOHEN L. BLBAKLY . cconvinnsnsans besassrasnsasansrans Iy . «Aunditor of State
WILLIgoN W, Mornow........ s I iy Treasurer of Stats
Le Com-

Office Name Ra-l.!‘:ie- Birtbplace o+

Becretary . — oo — te=|Artbur H. Davison...[Des Molnes....|Pa. L-H...k 1,800
ARAt. BeCretary. - o-ememe Almer U. 8wan_.......|Curllale __._..lTowa . ___| 1,600
Clerk oo cemmnnee- | H@DEY A, Nichols____.|Des Moiges.. _[lowa .. .| 1,000
Expert acconntant.........|Chas. €. Heer.—____|Armstrong .. _|New Jersey(ss prd
Poatmaster and carrler..[John HeMelfnger. ... Grundy Ceoter|Pa. .. 1,400
Janitar and mumn]er__.-l___ S e ——— 450

Among the duties placed upon the execullve councill, by the laws of lowa,
are tha [ollowlng:

To audlt all claims for expensss and per dlem of state officers and employes
and of elalms for stores, supplies, furnitura, eto., purchased for state depari-
ments, and sundry other clalma

To purchass all stores, supplies and furnifure for state depariments and
ofMecers, including the state printer,

The execution of contracts for fuel. lights. .epairs, blank books, etic.

The approval of articies of incorporation and by-laws of bullding and loan
associations, and of plans for liguidatinn of sald assoclations.

The costody of paper and suppllies for state printér and other state officers

The assessment of railway, express, gleeping and sgquipment car, telegraph
and telephone propercties,
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The classification of rallwaya.

The making of tax levies for state purposes and the certification of the sames
to the sevaral county auditors

The certification of tax valuations, AAixed by the executive council, to the seav-
eral county auditors.

Tha eguallzation of property valuations beatwesn countlas,

The canvass of votes cast for state and district oMcers.

The compllation of a state census once In ten years (next 1915).

The making of contracts for publication of supreme Court reports.

The declaration of changes in classification of cities.

The oompilation and publicatlon of annoal reports of (a) rallway, express,
sleeping and equipment car assessments, (b) telegraph and telsphone assess-
menta and (o) of the blennial report of expenses of all state departments,

The consideration of petitions for drainage of lakes beda; the survey and
platting of tha samé and the sale of the land within sald lake beds when
dralnage 1a authorized.

The determination of the territory outside of Iowa In which Iowa llfé inaur-
ance companles may loan monay

The making of annual settlement with all state oMcers, under sectlon 161-a
of the supplement to the code, 1907,

The assignment of office rooms to state officera in capltol bullding.

The appolntment of the board of examiners of mina inspectora

The approval of bonds and of rates of Interest to be paid by depositories on
state funds

The fixing of reserve llsts of state documents and publicationa and the
appraval of requlsitiona for documenta and publications in sald resarve list,

To diapose of state documents which the astate llbrarian, curator of his-
torleal department and curator of law department may certify are not regulired
for state usas

To approve rules for uniformity of assessments in countles.

To audit claims for the axpenses of colleetion of Inheritance taxes and for
ithe repaymeént of such taxes when wrongfully paid.

Tha approval of plans of doing businéss by certaln Investment companies,

The Aixing of editions of leaflets published by state suparintendent of publie
inatrugtion, of the report of the proceedings of the Stata Teachara' Assoclation,
and of the editions of certain reports which are nat fixed by atajula

The approval of plans for bulldings at the state educational institutiona,
under certain conditionas,

To determine the valus at which propérty may be taken by Towa Incor-
porations and the amount of stoclk which may be issued on account thereof.

Current Responsibilities of the Executive Council

The Executive Council website includes the current responsibilities of the
Executive Council:

The Executive Council was created by the adoption of the Code of 1860.
Among the duties placed upon the Executive Council by the Code of Iowa are


https://governor.iowa.gov/newsroom/executive-council-of-iowa
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the following responsibilities, which in some instances are limited to specific
situations or cases: approve real estate transactions, approve leases of
public land, authorize condemnation proceedings, authorize and pay special
assessments, appoint legal counsel and special counsel, authorize and pay
court costs and litigation expenses, settle or compromise legal claims,
approve bank depositories, provide anticipatory and emergency funding,
administer trust funds, act as the governing body for state employee
insurance and benefit plans, and canvass votes cast and required to be filed
with the State Commissioner of Elections.



